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First Presbyterian Church of North Bend 
Order of Worship 

Season of Creation, Living Water Sunday:  

August 30, 2026 

 
Gathering the Community 

Welcome/Announcements 

• Welcome to both our in-person and online folks... 
• Check out the Community Calendar in the Parlor...  
• Food cupboard donation item for September: Pasta. 
• Deacon Training Sept. 8 6pm... 
• Also, we are always looking for volunteers Food cupboard, Snack 

Bags, Saturday Meals, Hearts with a Mission...  
• Birthdays: ... Miss anyone? – Praise be to you O God for your 

generous gift of life!! 
 

Now, let us allow the sounds of our prelude to prepare our hearts and 
minds for worship together this morning... 

 

Prelude         Tom 

 

Call to Worship       Dennis/Sally/Steve 

Dennis: (Introduction to Season of Creation and Living Water 
Sunday... Mention that we will have an offering of the waters 
so that people will be prepared) 
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One:  Let us come together for the Call to Worship...  

In the beginning, the Spirit of God hovered over the waters. 

And God called them good. 

Many: Come Holy Spirit and cleanse the waters. 
One:  The prophet saw a river flowing from the Temple, and 

wherever the river flowed, everything lived. 

Many:  Come Holy Spirit and renew the face of the Earth. 
One:  Jesus cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me… 

Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.” 

Many:  Come, Holy Spirit and heal your people. Amen. 
 

 
Passing the Peace       Sally/Steve 

One: As we celebrate this Season of Creation on this Living Water 
Sunday, we welcome the presence of God that brings us life 
through this creation that surrounds us. As we acknowledge 
receipt of this great gift, let us stand together and share with 
one another the peace of Christ that binds us together in 
love. Let us pass the peace… 

 
(Congregation will pass the peace...) 

 
Eric: As you find your seats we invite you to join as one voice as 

we sing our opening hymn The Trees of the Field... 
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Opening Hymn        Tom 
 

The Trees of the Field     2279-FWS, 3 times 
 
 

Sharing God’s Word 
 
Confession & Assurance of Pardon:    Dennis/Eric 
 
Eric: Lamenting is a passionate expression of sorrow or grief; a 

song, hymn or poem of mourning to express sorrow, 
mourning, or regret aloud; to regret strongly. Often sins are 
confessed in the plural, as a sign that, even if we personally 
have not committed each sin, our souls are bound up one 
with the other. The response we will use this morning  is, 
‘ashamnu’, which means in Hebrew ‘we have all been guilty’. 
Say it with me: ASHAMNU... The root of Ashamnu is 
ASHEM, sounds like shame, or ashamed... This is the 
meaning we want to convey as we confess our sins this 
morning... 

 

Dennis: We look upon your waters, O God, and we grieve: Rivers run 
polluted. Oceans choke with plastic. Marine life disappears 
from warming seas. Coral reefs fade and fisheries collapse. 

Many: Ashamnu... 
Eric: The seas rise and swallow coasts. Storms grow stronger. 

Floods destroy homes. Drought cracks the Earth, wildfires 
rage, and children thirst. 

Many: Ashamnu... 
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Dennis: Instead of fighting for clean drinking water to flow from every 
faucet for all in our community, we pay for bottled water and 
then thoughtlessly toss the bottles.  

Many: Ashamnu... 
Eric: We confess that we have not guarded your waters. Our 

communities consume water without restraint. We have 
polluted what you called good. We have forgotten that the 
river of life flows from your throne. 

Many: Forgive us, O God. 
Dennis: God’s mercy flows like living water. The love of God, 

incarnate in Jesus who spoke to troubled waters, forgives us 
and calms our hearts so that justice may flow to all the dry 
places in our lives.  

Eric: In the name of Christ, may this grace free us to follow and 
proclaim the good news of the healing of all creation. 

Many:  Amen. 
Eric:  Let us stand together as we sing the Hymn of Confession… 

 
 
Confessional Hymn       Tom 
 

Open my Eyes      324-PH, verse 1 only 
 

 
Thanksgiving for the Waters     Dennis/Eric 
 
Dennis:  Almighty and ever living God, we thank you for your love in 

all creation, and especially for your gift of water to sustain 
and cleanse all life. Christ is the living water, cleansing, 
refreshing, and making all things new. So now we offer our 
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thanks for the waters that bring beauty to all that we enjoy, 
the wild places, the urban spaces, the mountains, coast and 
sea.  

Many: We give thanks and praise for all good lands, for 
wilderness, for farms that yield plentiful crops, for the 
built environment – spaces where we can gather and 
thrive, and for the living water that makes all life 
possible. Amen. 

(Adapted from Anglican Aotearoa NZ Prayer Book) 

Dennis: Let us come forward and combine our individual offerings of 
water into the Baptismal Font ... 

(Congregation moves forward to pour water into the font...) 

Eric: We praise you God for giving us life through water, and for 
all waters everywhere. We especially praise you for the 
waters that sustain us in this part of our common home.  

Many:  Where water flows, Lord, let everything live, trees for 
food and leaves for healing. 

Dennis: Creator God, you hold all of creation in your womb and 
spring us forth onto the Earth at birth. Spirit of Tides, remind 
us of the rise and fall of your rhythms so that we may 
discover them deep within our own being.  

Many:  Spirit of Greenness, bring moistness and vigor to our 
lives so that we might savor your energy moving 
through us out into the world. Blessings of water be 
upon us. May we be carried by the flow of the great river 
of life. 

Eric:   May we discover a hidden spring within, gushing forth. 
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Many:  May we be carried to the shores of the sacred and 
renewed. Amen. 

(based on St Hildegarde of Bingen) 

 
 
Scripture Reading       Sally/Steve 
 
(Ezekiel 47:9-12 & John 7:37-39, NRSVue) 
 
Hear the Word of the Lord from the prophet Ezekiel…  
 

9 Wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live, 
and there will be very many fish once these waters reach there. It will 
become fresh, and everything will live where the river goes.  People 
will stand fishing beside the sea from En-gedi to En-eglaim; it will be a 
place for the spreading of nets; its fish will be of a great many kinds, 
like the fish of the Great Sea.  But its swamps and marshes will not 
become fresh; they are to be left for salt.  On the banks, on both sides 
of the river, there will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will 
not wither nor their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every month, 
because the water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be 
for food and their leaves for healing.” 

 
Our second reading comes from the Gospel of John... 

37 On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was 
standing there, he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to 
me,  and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has 
said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’”  Now 
he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive, for 
as yet there was no Spirit because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

This is the Word of the Lord… (Thanks be to God) 
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Youth Minute        Eric 
 
 
Special Music Offering      Donna 
 
 
Sermon Text         Dennis 
 

Revelation 21:1-4, 22:1-5 (NRSVue) 
 

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.  And I saw 
the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud 
voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will 
be with them and be their God; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.” 

1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as 
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the 
middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of 
life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month, and the 
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.Nothing accursed 
will be found there anymore. But the throne of God and of the Lamb 
will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his face, 
and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more 
night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their 
light, and they will reign forever and ever. 
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Sermon  “The City of God”    Dennis 

 

Responding to God’s Word 

 

Affirmation of Faith       Dennis/Everyone 

In response to God’s Word, let us proclaim the good news of Jesus our 
Lord through the words of An Affirmation of Faith  
 
We believe in God, who creates all things, who embraces all 
things, who celebrates all things, who is present in every part of 
the fabric of creation. We believe in God as the source of all life, 
who baptizes this planet with living water. We believe in Jesus 
Christ, seen in the suffering one, the poor one, the malnourished 
one, the climate refugee - who loves and cares for this world and 
suffers with it. And we believe in Jesus Christ, the seed of life, 
who came to reconcile and renew this world and everything in it. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the breath of God, who moves with 
God and who moves among and with us today. We believe in 
everlasting life in God. And we believe in the hope that one day 
God will put an end to death and all destructive forces. 

(Lutheran Theological College, South India, adapted) 

 

Sermon Hymn       Eric/Tom 

This is My Father’s World   293-GTG all 3 verses 

 

Offering Invitation       Eric 
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With gratitude for all God has given us, let us return our offerings to 
God. 

(Pass the plates…) 

 

Offering Music        Tom 

 

Offering Hymn        Tom 

Praise God from whom all Blessings Flow 592-PH 

 

Offering Prayer       Eric 

Generous God, we offer our gifts to you, grateful for all you have given 
us, and grateful for the chance to give to others. Build up your church 
through these offerings, that we might be a place where your goodness 
is seen, practiced, and shared. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People      Eric 

Eternal God, your people call out to you today. For the prayers and 
joys spoken this morning, hear us and heal us. For your mission here, 
for our mission partners and community partners, locally and 
internationally – work through us. May we know and show the unity of 
your church, bringing honor to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. O 
Lord, hear our prayers... 
We have much to celebrate today. We lift our prayers for this 
congregation, that we might grow strong and love fiercely, shining as a 



10 
 

light to our community. We lift up our ministries, grateful that your Spirit 
and our spirits can work together to do amazing things. We lift up each 
member and friend of this congregation, who give their time, talents 
and treasure to turn a group of individuals into a church. O Lord, hear 
our prayers... 
We also have much to grieve today. We lift our prayers for a world torn 
apart by violence, hatred, suspicion, prejudice and apathy. We lift our 
prayers for those whose lives splash across our news screens as their 
blood splashes across the ground. We ask that you keep our hearts 
open to the pain of the world, not retreating into fear or apathy, but 
caring for all your children with strong and powerful mercy. As the 
church has cried out for millennia: Christ, have mercy! O Lord, hear 
our prayers... 
We look with hope to all the stories of peace and joy that occupy less 
space on the front page: for the doctors, nurses, chaplains, therapists, 
organizers, mentors, parents, neighbors and strangers who come 
together in heavy times to bring healing and hope. We dare to 
celebrate even the smallest glimmers, knowing that your Love is strong 
enough to carry the sorrows of the world. We pray we might be 
servants of that love and of your just peace, the hands and feet of 
Christ here on earth. O Lord, hear our prayers... 
We remember also those stories of pain which do not make the news, 
remembering that we have committed to loving those we do not know. 
Open our ears and eyes, and help us to see our neighbors who suffer, 
in this place and across the world, with no one to notice them. We pray 
for those confined to their homes and those who have nowhere to call 
home; we pray for the sick who seek healing and those for whom 
healing will not come; we pray for victims of abuse in all forms, and for 
those who seek power not in You but in violence, bigotry, fear or force. 
O Lord, hear our prayers... 
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We lift all these things to you, knowing that your arms are wide enough 
to encircle the whole world, even as we cannot comprehend it all. We 
also lift those concerns we know all too well; those people and 
situations we hold deep in our hearts… O Lord, hear our prayers... 
Secure that Christ has heard all these prayers, along with those we 
have not formed into words, let us say together the words he himself 
taught his disciples to pray, saying, 

Lord’s Prayer        Everyone 

Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name, your Kingdom 
come, your will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
yours are the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

Leaving to Serve 

 

Sending Hymn       Eric/Tom 

Come We that Love the Lord   293-FOG, v.1/3 only 
       

 

Charge and Benediction      Dennis 

 
 
Postlude         Tricia 


